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HEBORANIGUE FOR THE RECORD

SURBJECT: Meeting of tlexis Jommeon's Committes to Comsider
Possible Disclosure of Satellite Beconmaissance
Information, 15 January 1964

1. The second meeting of Alexis Johmson's Inter-
departmental Committee on Space was beld at 3:30 p.m. on
15 January. Mr. Willard Matthisas of ONE and I represented
the Agancy at this meeting. The first meeting on this
same subject one week before had produced no significant
results, but bhad called for several papers which were tabled
at the beginning of this meeting.

2. ACDA had prepared a paper which provides a good
factual account of the kimsds of ianformation that XEYHOLE
photography can produce and suggests the ways in which it
is related to the imspection problem 25 & back-up or
supplement for ground inspection.

3. DDS&T tabled a paper requested by ¥r. Johmnson on
toreiga press accounts of U.S. reconnsissance activities.
It was emphesized that this paper was only 2 ramdom sampling
of foreign press comments; however, the SUNMAry paper by
082 Security was well received.

4. The Stste Department tabled a third paper giving
Soviet quotations, both public amd private, during the last
seversl years oa satellite reconnaisssnce. These seemed to
show 5 substantierl reduction in Soviet opposition to this
form of unilzteral ipnspection, or at least that they were
not making 2 current issue of it.

%. The DOD representative provided a paper prepared by
DIA which clarified the extemt to which KEYHOLE photography
is now being provided to our NATO Allies in the form of
target information and maps produced from satellite
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Information, 15 January 1864

photography but mot explicitly identified as the source.
Tuis slso clarified the factual accoumt of the nusmber of
clearances in the | &Aplﬁs an indication of the
extent to which targeting datn derived from KEYHOLE are
spread throughout NATO.

6. There was considerable guestion in everyone's mind
a& to which of the senior officials of the NATO countries
had sciuslly been briefed and to what extent Irom the nctuzl
KEYHOLE system. It was recogaized that there had been n
number of chapges of govermment and that it may be amecessary
and desirable to pick up the new premiers and permenent
representatives to NATO. State Department iz going to
attempt to clarify the briefing status and depth of all of
the key individusls in which they have sm interest.

7. Hr. Jomnson informed me of the discussions he had

25X1

with Mr. McCone earlier sbout tbe status of | 1 | 25;;{1
|

who a2re now visiting ¥ashington. Johnson then suggesied

the Director, if he has not already planmed to do B0, ought
to consider bringing | | inte the same
degree of nwareness previously provided %o ] f} He
sls0 urged that the DCI briel 1¥ apnd when
he goes to[ |} 1 zgreed to try to determine what the
Director's plans were in these regards.

#. There was n good deal of discussion about the
dissrmement megotiations in Geneve which begin on Tuesday.
ACDA urged that full awaremess of satellite photography at
the senior levels of NATO govermmentas would frcilitate our
proposals there snd this provided msuch of the drive behind

the shove request., However, it was pointed ocut that the real

problem of support to these discussions lies im the Congress
where 2 fuller disclesure of our satellite capabllities may
have to be made. Johnson them opined that if we bring
Congress into full awareness we ought to arrange to do sO
coincidentally with a brosder section of our Allles. The
trend seems to be 2 spow-balling one to support negotinstions
about which I know very little, but casnot personally be
aoptimistic,
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Possible Disclosure of Satellite Reconnsissance
Information, 13 Jaausry 1964

9. Johnson summarired the meeting thus far guite
goncisely.

&£. Be dees not recommend going further
with our Allles since they sre mot spperently
challenging the iatelligence which they are now
receiviag from us in sterilized form.

b, As a2 back-up and support to the Gemeva
problem, we may wiab to brief brosder sections
of Congress and should then clear more of our
Alllem.

0. it wes agreed that the State Department would
prepare @ summary of the meeting which would be distributed
directly to the Committee of Principals without review by 25X1
those present.
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Possible Disclosure of Satellite Reconnaiseance
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13. There was also substantial discussioa of = guotation
sttributed to Adzhubey's speech in Helsinki on September Znd,
in which he was reported by Finnlah newspapers to have maid:

"Another preparatory step towards pacifyiag the
situntion would be the observation posts proposed by
the Soviet Union on both sides of the border between
the blocs in order to observe any possible troop
concentrations. vwith exlisting technigues, this kind
of observation could bs extended to space. One
¥estern paper hes published 2 pilcture teken of Moscow
by & ssatellite from a height of 750 kilometers in
which the Izvestis building is plainly discernible.
We do not publish pletures of this kind, but I believe
that we could primt » similar picture of New York
taken by one of our satsllites.”

They attached great significance to thia and ssked that I
sake gquite sure that this is mot the handiwork of the Covert
Action Steff as it has been reported only inm Finnish news-
papers thus far. (Mr. Cord Meyer has confirmed that this
was an actual gquotstion.)

ALBERT D. WHEERLON
DPeputy Birector
{Science & Techmology)
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